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(57) ABSTRACT

A method for selecting items using a touchscreen includes
displaying a plurality of items as icons on the touchscreen,
receiving a touch signal including information on a touch
point on the touchscreen, and determining one or more
selected items from among the plurality of items upon recep-
tion of the touch signal. A system for selecting items includes
a touchscreen including a display unit for displaying a plu-
rality of items as icons and an input unit displayed on the
display unit and displaying coordinate data corresponding to
a touch applied to the display unit, a storage unit storing
content, and a controller for controlling the display unit of the
touchscreen and the storage unit on the basis of a touch signal
received through the input unit of the touchscreen.
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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR SELECTING
ITEMS USING TOUCHSCREEN

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §119(a)to
and the benefit of Korean Patent Application No. 10-2013-
0033010 filed in the Korean Intellectual Property Office on
Mar. 27, 2013, the entire contents of which are incorporated
herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

(a) Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a method and system for
selecting items using a touchscreen. More specifically, the
present invention relates to a method and system for selecting
items displayed on a touchscreen using the touchscreen.

(b) Description of the Related Art

Digital terminals are commonly provided in various appli-
cations, including in vehicles. Digital terminals typically pro-
vide user interfaces including a button assigned to a direction
key function or a keypad.

As a touchscreen has been widely used, user interfaces
using atouch input are provided. A touchscreen is constructed
in such a manner that, when a user touches a character dis-
played on a screen or a specific point of the screen without
using a keyboard, the touched point is detected to recognize
an item selected by the user and execute a command corre-
sponding to the item using stored software.

Conventional touchscreens allow a user to select a single
item by a single touch input, and thus the user needs to apply
multiple touch inputs in order to select a plurality of items.
Particularly, when a user touches a touchscreen multiple
times while driving a car, such actions may impede safe
driving. Accordingly, an effective interface provision method
capable of selecting a plurality of items according to a touch
input or a dragging operation is needed.

The above information disclosed in this Background sec-
tion is only for enhancement of understanding of the back-
ground of the invention and therefore it may contain infor-
mation that does not form the prior art that is already known
in this country to a person of ordinary skill in the art.

SUMMARY

The present invention has been made in an effort to provide
a method for selecting items displayed on a touchscreen by a
touch input or a dragging operation.

An exemplary embodiment of the present invention pro-
vides a method for selecting items using a touchscreen,
including: displaying a plurality of items as icons on the
touchscreen; receiving a touch signal including information
on a touch point on the touchscreen; and determining one or
more selected items from among the plurality of items upon
reception of the touch signal.

The plurality of icons may be represented in the form of a
combination of at least one of: a circle, a polygon, text, and an
image displayed on a predetermined region of the touch-
screen.

The plurality oficons may be displayed in the same color or
different colors.

When the plurality of items has correlation, icons respec-
tively corresponding to items having highest correlation ther-
ebetween may be displayed closest to each other and icons
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respectively corresponding to items having lowest correlation
therebetween may be displayed with a longest distance ther-
ebetween.

The determining of one or more selected items may include
determining whether the touch point corresponds to one of
the plurality of icons on the basis of the information on the
touch point included in the received touch signal.

The icon corresponding to the touch point may be deter-
mined when the touch point corresponds to one of the plural-
ity of icons and one or more icons disposed within a prede-
termined distance from the touch point may be determined
when the touch point does not correspond to any of the plu-
rality of icons.

An icon indicating an item having low correlation with an
item corresponding to an icon closest to the touch point may
be excluded from the determined icons, and the distance
between the touch point and the icon may be normalized to a
value in the range of 0 to 1 using a distance vector.

The determining of one or more selected items may include
determining whether a dragging operation of moving the
touch point is performed on the basis of the information on the
touch point included in the received touch signal.

One or more items corresponding to the determined icons
may be determined as selected items when the dragging
operation of moving the touch point is not performed and one
or more items corresponding to one or more icons disposed
within the dragging range of the dragging operation may be
determined as selected items when the dragging operation of
moving the touch point is performed.

The method may further include displaying connections
between the one or more icons indicating the determined
selected items and the touch point.

Connections between the one or more icons corresponding
to the determined selected items and the touch point may be
sequentially displayed from the icon closest to the touch
point.

The method may further include comprising executing
content corresponding to the determined selected items.

The content may include information on a relative distance
set based on correlation with the plurality of items and, when
aplurality of pieces of content is present, the pieces of content
may be aligned in the order of the relative distance from the
content corresponding to the shortest distance and executed.

When the content corresponds to music files, the music
files may include information on the relative distance set
according to correlation with the plurality of items, and the
music files may be searched in the order of the relative dis-
tance from the music file corresponding to the shortest dis-
tance and a predetermined number of music files is executed
without being repeated.

An exemplary embodiment of the present invention pro-
vides a system for selecting items, including: a touchscreen
including a display unit for displaying a plurality of items as
icons and an input unit displayed on the display unit and
displaying coordinate data corresponding to a touch applied
to the display unit; a storage unit storing content; a controller
for controlling the display unit of the touchscreen and the
storage unit on the basis of a touch signal received through the
input unit of the touchscreen; and an output unit for outputting
the content under the control of the controller, where the
controller is operated by a predetermined program executing
a set of instructions embodied in a non-transitory computer-
readable medium for executing a method for selecting items,
comprising displaying a plurality of items as icons on the
touchscreen; receiving a touch signal including information
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on a touch point on the touchscreen; and determining one or
more selected items from among the plurality of items upon
reception of the touch signal.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a system for selecting items
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a method for selecting
items using a touchscreen according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating a step of determining
selected items according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.

FIGS. 4 and 5 illustrate the display of items on a touch-
screen according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 6 illustrates the display of items on a touchscreen
according to another exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

FIGS. 7 to 12 illustrate the selection of items displayed on
a touchscreen according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 13 illustrates a step of determining selected items
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 14 illustrates a process of selecting music files accord-
ing to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

The present invention will be described more fully herein-
after with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which
exemplary embodiments of the invention are shown. As those
skilled in the art would realize, the described embodiments
may be modified in various different ways, all without depart-
ing from the spirit or scope of the present invention.

It is understood that the term “vehicle” or “vehicular” or
other similar term as used herein is inclusive of motor
vehicles in general such as passenger automobiles including
sports utility vehicles (SUV), buses, trucks, various commer-
cial vehicles, watercraft including a variety of boats and
ships, aircraft, and the like, and includes hybrid vehicles,
electric vehicles, plug-in hybrid electric vehicles, hydrogen-
powered vehicles and other alternative fuel vehicles (e.g.
fuels derived from resources other than petroleum). As
referred to herein, a hybrid vehicle is a vehicle that has two or
more sources of power, for example both gasoline-powered
and electric-powered vehicles.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
“a,”“an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be
further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or “com-
prising,” when used in this specification, specify the presence
of stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/
or components, but do not preclude the presence or addition
of one or more other features, integers, steps, operations,
elements, components, and/or groups thereof. As used herein,
the term “and/or” includes any and all combinations of one or
more of the associated listed items.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a system for selecting items
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

10

15

20

25

30

40

45

55

60

65

4

Referring to FIG. 1, the system for selecting items includes
atouchscreen 100, a storage unit 200, a controller 300 and an
output unit 400.

The touchscreen 100 includes a display unit 110 displaying
aplurality of items as icons, and an input unit 120 is displayed
on the display unit 110 and generates coordinate data based
on a user’s touch.

The storage unit 200 stores content. The content includes
texts, music files, images, pictures, etc. and is stored in the
form of a file.

The controller 300 may be implemented as one or more
microprocessors operating by a predetermined program, and
the program may include commands for executing steps of a
method for selecting items using a touchscreen according to
an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, which
will be described. Therefore, the program for executing a set
of instructions is embodied in a non-transitory computer-
readable medium.

The output unit 400 outputs content under the control of the
controller 300.

A case in which the content is music will now be described.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a method for selecting
items using a touchscreen according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 2, a plurality of items is displayed as
icons on the touchscreen 100 (S10). A touch signal including
information on a touch point on the touchscreen 100 is
received (S20). Upon reception of the touch signal, one or
more selected items from among the plurality of items are
determined (S30). Connection of one or more icons indicat-
ing the determined selected items and the touch point is
displayed (S40), and content corresponding to the determined
selected items is reproduced (S50).

FIGS. 4 and 5 illustrate the display of items on the touch-
screen according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention and FIG. 6 illustrates display of items on the touch-
screen according to another exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.

Referring to FIGS. 4-6, the controller 300 controls the
display unit 110 to display a plurality of items as icons in the
item display step S10. The display unit 110 displays a plural-
ity of items representing attributes of music as icons, such that
a user can select desired music. When the user touches one or
more icons from among the plurality oficons, items indicated
by the touched icons are selected and music files correspond-
ing to the selected items are executed. The plurality of icons
may be indicated as a combination of one or more of a circle,
a polygon, text, and an image displayed on predetermined
regions of the touchscreen 100. The plurality of icons may be
represented in the same color or different colors.

When the plurality of items has predetermined correla-
tions, icons corresponding to items having the highest corre-
lation therebetween are displayed closest to each other, and
icons corresponding to items having the lowest correlation
therebetween are displayed having a longest distance ther-
ebetween.

Referring to FIGS. 4 and 5, item 3 and item 7 have low
correlation therebetween, and thus icons respectively corre-
sponding to items 3 and 7 are displayed with a long distance
therebetween. Item 3 and item 6 have high correlation ther-
ebetween, and thus icons respectively corresponding to items
3 and 6 are displayed close to each other.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating a step of determining
selected items according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.

Referring to FIG. 3, the controller 300 determines one or
more selected items from among the plurality of items upon
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reception of the touch signal in the selected item determina-
tion step S30. The selected item determination step S30 may
include a step S300 of determining whether the touch point
corresponds to one of the plurality of icons on the basis of the
touch point information included in the received touch signal.
In addition, the selected item determination step S30 may
include a step S350 of determining whether a dragging opera-
tion of moving the touch point is performed on the basis of the
touch point information included in the received touch signal.

In step S300, the controller 300 determines whether the
touch point corresponds to one of the plurality of icons
(S310). When the touch point corresponds to one of the plu-
rality of icons, the controller 300 determines the icon corre-
sponding to the touch point (S320). When the touch point
does not correspond to the plurality of icons, the controller
300 determines one or more icons disposed within a prede-
termined distance from the touch point (S330). The predeter-
mined distance may be set such that only icons close to the
touch point can be selected from the plurality of icons. An
icon having low correlation with an item corresponding to an
icon closest to the touch point is excluded from the deter-
mined icons.

FIG. 13 illustrates a step of selecting items according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 13, a distance between the touch point
and an icon may be normalized to a value in the range of 0 and
1 using a distance vector. For example, when the touch point
is disposed at the right side of the icon corresponding to item
6, the distance between the touch point and the icon corre-
sponding to item 6 can be normalized to 0.9. The distance
between the touch point and the icon corresponding to item 3
and the distance between the touch point and the icon corre-
sponding to item N can be respectively normalized to 0.7 and
0.1. Accordingly, it can be determined that the icon corre-
sponding to item 6 is closest to the touch point and the icon
corresponding to item N is farthest from the touch point, from
among three icons within a predetermined distance from the
touch point.

In step 350, the controller 300 determines whether a drag-
ging operation of moving the touch point is performed on the
basis of the touch point information included in the received
touch signal (S360). The controller 300 determines one or
more items corresponding to the determined icons as selected
items when the dragging operation is not performed (S370).
When the dragging operation is performed, the controller 300
determines one or more items corresponding to one or more
icons disposed within the dragging range as selected items
(S380).

In the touch display step S40, the display unit 110 displays
connections between one or more icons indicating the deter-
mined selected items and the touch point. For example, con-
nections between the one or more icons indicating the deter-
mined selected items and the touch point can be sequentially
displayed from icons closest to the touch point such that the
user can recognize the selected items.

A process of determining selected items and displaying the
determined selected items will now be described with refer-
ence to FIGS. 7 to 12. FIGS. 7 to 12 illustrate the selection of
items displayed on the touchscreen according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FI1G. 7, when the touch point is disposed at the
left side of an icon corresponding to item 4, the controller 300
determines items 1, 4 and 7 indicated as icons within the
predetermined distance as selected items. Here, the display
unit 110 displays a connection between three icons respec-
tively indicating the determined selected items and the touch
point.
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Referring to FIG. 8, when the touch point is disposed
between icons respectively corresponding to items 7 and 8,
the controller 300 determines items 4, 7 and 8 indicated by
icons within the predetermined distance as selected items.
The display unit 110 displays a connection between three
icons respectively indicating the determined selected items
and the touch point.

Referring to FIG. 9, when the touch point is disposed
between icons corresponding to items 4 and 5 and closer to
the icon corresponding to item 4, the controller 300 deter-
mines items 2, 4 and 8 indicated by icons disposed within the
predetermined distance as selected items. The icon corre-
sponding to item 5 may be determined as a selected item or
excluded from selected items according to correlation with
item 4 corresponding to the icon closest to the touch point.
Here, the display unit 110 displays a connection between
three icons respectively corresponding to the determined
selected items and the touch point.

Referring to FIG. 10, when the touch point is disposed
between icons respectively indicating item 8 and item N, the
controller 300 determines items 6, 8 and N respectively cor-
responding to icons within the predetermined distance as
selected items. Here, the display unit 110 displays a connec-
tion between three icons respectively corresponding to the
determined selected items and the touch point.

Referring to FIG. 11, when the touch point is disposed at
the right side of the icon corresponding to item 6, the control-
ler 300 determines items 3, 6 and N respectively correspond-
ing to icons within the predetermined distance as selected
items. Here, the display unit 110 displays a connection
between three icons respectively corresponding to the deter-
mined selected items and the touch point.

Referring to FIG. 12, when icons corresponding to items 2,
5 and 8 are dragged, the controller 300 determines items 2, 5
and 8 respectively corresponding to icons located in the drag-
ging range of the dragging operation as selected items. Here,
the display unit 110 displays a connection between three
icons respectively corresponding to the determined selected
items and the touch point.

FIG. 14 illustrates a process of selecting music files accord-
ing to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 14, each music file includes information
on a distance determined according to correlation between
items. For example, items 3, 6 and N can be determined as
selected items, the distance between a touch point and an icon
corresponding to item 3 and the distance between the touch
point and an icon corresponding to item 6 can be normalized
to 0.4 and the distance between the touch point and an icon
corresponding to item N can be normalized to 0.2. Accord-
ingly, it can be determined that the icons corresponding to
items 3 and 6, from among the three icons disposed within a
predetermined distance, are closest to the touch point and the
icon corresponding to item N is farthest from the touch point.

Therefore, music files at shorter distances from items 3 and
6 rather than item N are sequentially searched and a prede-
termined number of music files is reproduced without being
repeated. The predetermined number may be 100. Accord-
ingly, a user can execute music files closest to items 3 (pow-
erful) and item 6 (active) and close to item N (noisy).

According to the embodiments of the present invention, a
user can select items displayed on the touchscreen through
one-time touch input or dragging operation.

Furthermore, the present invention promotes safe driving
because the user need not touch the user interface to select
items multiple times on the user interface, thus reducing the
amount of time needed to operate the user interface.
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In addition, content including music can be classified into
aplurality of items, and content corresponding to items that a
user desires can be easily selected.

While this invention has been described in connection with
what is presently considered to be practical exemplary
embodiments, it is to be understood that the invention is not
limited to the disclosed embodiments, but, on the contrary, is
intended to cover various modifications and equivalent
arrangements included within the spirit and scope of the
appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for selecting items using a touchscreen, com-
prising the steps of:

displaying a plurality of items as icons on the touchscreen;

receiving a touch signal including information on a touch

point on the touchscreen;

determining one or more selected items from among the

plurality of items upon reception of the touch signal; and
executing content corresponding to the determined
selected items,

wherein the content includes information on a relative dis-

tance set based on correlation with the plurality of items
and, when a plurality of pieces of content is present, the
pieces of content are aligned in the order of the relative
distance from the content corresponding to the shortest
distance and executed.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of icons is
represented as a combination of at least one of: a circle, a
polygon, text, and an image displayed on a predetermined
region of the touchscreen.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the plurality of icons is
displayed in the same color or different colors.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein, when the plurality of
items has correlation, icons respectively corresponding to
items having highest correlation therebetween are displayed
closest to each other and icons respectively corresponding to
items having lowest correlation therebetween are displayed
with a longest distance therebetween.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the step of determining
comprises determining whether the touch point corresponds
to one of the plurality of icons on the basis of the information
on the touch point included in the received touch signal.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the icon corresponding
to the touch point is determined when the touch point corre-
sponds to one of the plurality of icons and one or more icons
disposed within a predetermined distance from the touch
point are determined when the touch point does not corre-
spond to any of the plurality of icons.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein an icon indicating an
item having low correlation with an item corresponding to an
icon closest to the touch point is excluded from the deter-
mined icons,

wherein the distance between the touch point and the icon

is normalized to a value in the range of 0 to 1 using a
distance vector.

8. The method of claim 6, wherein the step of determining
comprises determining whether a dragging operation of mov-
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ing the touch point is performed on the basis of the informa-
tion on the touch point included in the received touch signal.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein one or more items
corresponding to the determined icons are determined as
selected items when the dragging operation of moving the
touch point is not performed and one or more items corre-
sponding to one or more icons disposed within the dragging
range of the dragging operation are determined as selected
items when the dragging operation of moving the touch point
is performed.

10. The method of claim 1, further comprising displaying
connections between the one or more icons indicating the
determined selected items and the touch point.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein connections between
the one or more icons corresponding to the determined
selected items and the touch point are sequentially displayed
from the icon closest to the touch point.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein, when the content
corresponds to music files, the music files include informa-
tion on the relative distance set according to correlation with
the plurality of items,

wherein the music files are searched in the order of the
relative distance from the music file corresponding to the
shortest distance and a predetermined number of music
files is executed without being repeated.

13. A system for selecting items, comprising:

a touchscreen including a display unit for displaying a
plurality of items as icons and an input unit displayed on
the display unit and displaying coordinate data corre-
sponding to a touch applied to the display unit;

a storage unit storing content;

a controller operated by a predetermined program execut-
ing a set of instructions embodied in a non-transitory
computer-readable medium to control the display unit of
the touchscreen and the storage unit on the basis of a
touch signal received through the input unit of the touch-
screen; and

an output unit for outputting the content under the control
of the controller,

wherein the predetermined program includes commands
for performing the following steps:

displaying the plurality of items as icons on the touch-
screen,

receiving the touch signal including information on a touch
point on the touchscreen;

determining one or more selected items from among the
plurality of items upon reception of the touch signal; and

executing content corresponding to the determined
selected items,

wherein the content includes information on a relative dis-
tance set based on correlation with the plurality of items
and, when a plurality of pieces of content is present, the
pieces of content are aligned in the order of the relative
distance from the content corresponding to the shortest
distance and executed.
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